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BOOK NOTICES 



writings among the Jews. There is also a 
detailed account of the occasion, purpose, and 
unity of John's apocalypse. Other topics dis- 
cussed minutely are the literary characteristics of 
the author, the content of his composition, the 
permanent and the transitory elements in his 
book, the main features of his theology, the 
different methods that have been used in the 
interpretation of the book, its circulation and 
canonical recognition in the early church, the 
question of authorship, the two Johns of the 
Asian church, the meaning of the "beast," 
and the condition of the Greek text of the book. 
The commentary proper, which embraces 
slightly less than half the volume, is of the 
usual analytical and statistical type. It pro- 
ceeds from the minute study of Greek words and 
phrases, and so is designed primarily for the 
specialist. The formal arrangement is very 
like to that of Bousset's Ojfenbarung Johannis, 
except that even more detail is exhibited in 
listing statistics gathered from a wide range 
of reading in modern commentaries and in 
books dealing with questions of critical analysis 
of Revelation. With great fidelity the writer 
has set before his readers a summary of current 
scholarly opinion upon all matters of interpre- 
tative comment, textual criticism, and literary 
analysis. 

The volume aims to present a strictly his- 
torical interpretation of Revelation, and this is 
held to be possible only as the student puts 
himself into the world of John and those to 
whom he spoke. In respect to its leading 
ideas, as well as in the matter of its imagery, 
language, and manner of writing, the Revela- 
tion of John becomes truly intelligible only 
when read as an example of the so-called apoca- 
lyptic literature of that time. It is from this 
historical point of view that the book as a whole 
is expounded. Other types of interpretation, 
such as that which makes John forecast modern 
and future events, or that which, on the other 
hand, allegorizes out of existence John's allusions 
to the historical circumstances of his own times, 
are emphatically rejected. Yet in the effort to 
find_ in Revelation a "truth for all time" by 
distinguishing "the permanent from the transi- 
tory" our author lapses into a "spiritualizing" 
method of interpretation not essentially different 
in principle from the allegorical type of exposi- 
tion employed by Origen and Augustine. They 
too would have agreed that what John really 
prophesied was "the great spiritual truths of 
God's eternal purposes in the world, his mighty 
control of the movements of human society, 
to work out his gracious will for the sons of 
men"; but they probably would not have con- 
ceded, with Professor Beck with, that John 
fell so far short of the real purpose of his inspired 
mission as to spend his energies in mistakenly 
portraying an early overthrow of the Roman 
Empire. On the other hand, the modern his- 
torian may be disposed to ask why John's fore- 



cast of spiritual matters is to be accepted as any 
more infallible — for such it is said to be — than 
are his predictions of historical events. This 
apologetic on behalf of the spiritual infalli- 
bility of Revelation is, however, only a minor 
blemish upon the otherwise excellent historical 
work displayed in this volume. 

The Prophets in the Light of Today. By John 
Godfrey Hill. New York: Abingdon Press, 
igig. Pp.240. $1.25. 

This book emphasizes the intimate connec- 
tion between the message of the prophet, both 
as to form and content, and his experience. 
The author's purpose is frankly to edify, and 
he justly styles himself as progressively ortho- 
dox. The limits of his critical spirit may be 
inferred from his use of Micah 6:6-8 as an 
utterance of Micah himself. At times his 
method of treatment seems over-popular; 
contemporary literary allusions are rather too 
frequent and not always sufficiently relevant. 
But Professor Hill renders a valuable service 
in his exposition of the varying prophetic 
experiences and personalities, and by his insist- 
ence upon the significance of their messages 
today when rightly evaluated. 



Pan-Islam. By G. Wyman Bury. London: 
Macmillan, 1919. Pp. x+212. 6s. 

Mr. Bury has been in touch with affairs 
in various parts of Arabia for most of his life. 
Being now invalided home after a somewhat 
strenuous service in the Intelligence Depart- 
ment and elsewhere in the peninsula of Arabia 
during the Great War, he has written down here 
some of his observations upon Arabian affairs. 
The book is well written and full of interesting 
and valuable information. There are three 
matters of especial interest in it. First of all, 
the total failure of the Pan-Islamic movement 
inaugurated by Berlin and the Jihad or Holy 
War is convincingly and in some detail pointed 
out. Second, the difficulty of establishing any 
kind of unified administration of the Arabian 
plateau is demonstrated. The Arab kingdoms 
occupying the peninsula are continually at war 
with one another and are so bitterly hostile that 
unification of any sort seems a remote ideal. 
Third, while the author is himself a loyal 
Christian and a believer in missionary activities 
when wisely conducted, he emphasizes the 
extraordinary difficulty of missions among 
Mohammedans. He is himself of the opinion 
that missionary propaganda of the typical sort 
is worse than useless in large sections of 
the Mohammedan world. He does, however, 
believe in the feasibility of medical missions 
and other lines of educational and practical 
value. The long experience of the author and 
his manifest fairness make his opinions of more 
than ordinary importance. 



